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Ms. Hanna Weisgerber 
Hannah.weisgerber@gmail.com 
 
Dear Ms. Weisgerber: 

Thank you for your email of June 23, 2020, to U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Tell Sonny 
regarding the Tongass National Forest.  Tell Sonny has asked the Forest Service to respond.  I 
apologize for the delayed response. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service’s multi-use management of the National 
Forests has included formal Tribal Consultation with the Alaska Native Villages and Alaska 
Corporations.  The State of Alaska submitted a petition in January 2018 to the Secretary of 
Agriculture to exempt the Tongass National Forest from the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule 
(Alaska Roadless Rule).  In June 2018, the Secretary of Agriculture directed the Forest Service to 
begin working on an Alaska Roadless Rule.   

On July 30, 2018, the Forest Service sent letters to 32 federally recognized tribes and 27 Alaska 
Native corporations, within Southeast and Southcentral Alaska, initiating government-to-government 
and government-to-corporation consultation on the Alaska Roadless Rule.  The Forest Service 
invited 19 Southeast Alaska federally recognized Tribes to participate as cooperating agencies during 
the rulemaking process.  Initially, six Tribes (Angoon Community Association, Central Council 
Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska, Hoonah Indian Association, Hydaburg Community 
Association, Organized Village of Kake, and Organized Village of Kasaan) agreed to become 
cooperating agencies and entered Memorandums of Understanding.  After publication of the 
proposed rule, the Organized Village of Kake withdrew as a cooperating agency. 

The Forest Service has been analyzing all the written comments it has received through the process, 
including information received from Tribes and Alaska Native Corporations, for consideration by 
Secretary Perdue.  These comments are included for consideration during the analysis phase and are 
considered critical input that will help in the development of a final rule and final environmental 
impact statement. 

Again, thank you for writing and for your interest in the management of the Tongass National Forest.  

Sincerely, 

X

Signed by: CHRISTINE DAWE  
CHRISTINE DAWE 
Director, Ecosystem Management Coordination 


